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INTRODUCTION 

The history of Jharkhand and its leaders are almost absent in Indian history books. If put in a 

simple form, then the general meaning of history in India is only the history from Indraprastha to 

Patliputra. For the court writers of Turk-Mughal Period, English historians, and post-

independence Nationalist or progressive historians, the region of Sapt-Sindhu and Ganga – 

Yamuna doab was the sacred land of great civilization. Even the rich history of South India 

could not become a part of mainstream of Indian history. Something similar has happened with 

the history of Jharkhand too. The great historians of India have remembered this province 

sometimes in the course of the rebellion. But the history of Jharkhand is much bigger than this. It 

is also linked with the Palaeolithic period which needs to be known.  

Jharkhand and stone age 

The people of Jharkhand are known for conserving their tradition and culture of worshiping 

nature. They were living the same life as of stone age till Britishers interference. They were 

considered as primitive men. Number of Palaeolithic tools have been found from various 

locations of Jharkhand. Tribes like Munda, Oraon, Kharia, Asur household possess archaic stone 

tools which are respectfully treasured by their families and many of these have been used as 

burial gifts in megaliths.  

Mundas in Jharkhand 

The Munda tribe is an indigenous community that has resided in the Indian state of Jharkhand 

for centuries, preserving a unique cultural heritage that is integral to the region's identity. As one 

of the largest tribal groups in Jharkhand, the Mundas have played a significant role in shaping 

the social, economic, and ecological landscape of the state. Their deep connection to the land, 

their intricate belief systems, and their vibrant traditions have made them an integral part of 

Jharkhand's cultural tapestry. 

"The Mundas and Their Country" by L.S.S. O'Malley (1908) 

This classic ethnographic work provides a comprehensive look into the social and cultural fabric 

of the Munda community. O'Malley's meticulous documentation of their traditions, beliefs, and 

way of life offers invaluable insights into this remarkable tribal group. The book serves as an 

important historical record and lays the foundation for understanding the Munda's deep-rooted 

connection to the land and their ancestral legacy. 

"The Munda Economy: A Study of the Livelihood Pattern of a Tribal Economy in 

Transition" by S.N. Chaudhuri (1993) 

Chaudhuri's in-depth study examines the evolving economic patterns and livelihood strategies of 

the Munda tribe, highlighting their resilience and adaptability in the face of modernization. The 

book provides a nuanced understanding of the Munda's relationship with the land, their 
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traditional resource management practices, and the challenges they have encountered during the 

transition to a market-driven economy. It is a crucial contribution to the scholarship on tribal 

economies and sustainable development. 

"The Munda of Chhotanagpur: A Study in Cultural Change" by S.C. Roy (1970) 

S.C. Roy's seminal work delves into the cultural transformations experienced by the Munda 

community, offering a thought-provoking analysis of the complex interplay between tradition 

and modernity. The book explores the Munda's social organization, religious beliefs, and the 

impact of external influences on their way of life. It serves as an important reference for scholars 

and policymakers seeking to understand the dynamics of cultural change within tribal societies. 

"Tribal Religions: Thoughts on Their Origin and Development" by J.B. Bhattacharya 

(1995) 

Bhattacharya's comprehensive study of tribal religions provides a valuable framework for 

understanding the spiritual and cosmological beliefs of communities like the Munda. The book 

examines the origins, evolution, and diversity of tribal religious traditions, offering insights into 

their significance in the Munda's cultural identity and their connection to the natural world. It is a 

critical resource for scholars and students interested in the anthropology of religion and the 

preservation of indigenous knowledge systems. 

"Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Sustainable Development: Relevance for Africa" 

edited by D.M. Warren et al. (1995) 

This edited volume explores the role of traditional ecological knowledge and practices in 

promoting sustainable development, with a focus on indigenous communities across Africa. 

While not specific to the Munda tribe, the book's insights into the value of local, community-

based approaches to resource management and environmental conservation can inform our 

understanding of the Munda's own sustainable practices and their connection to the megalithic 

legacy of Jharkhand. It is an important contribution to the growing discourse on the intersection 

of traditional knowledge and modern development paradigms. 

Literature Gap 

Based on the information provided, there appears to be a gap in the existing literature regarding 

the specific connections between the mortuary rites of the Munda tribe and the megalithic culture 

in the Jharkhand region. Here are some of the key literature gaps that can be identified: 

• Detailed ethnographic studies on Munda mortuary practices: While some general 

ethnographic works like O'Malley's "The Mundas and Their Country" provide insights 

into the Munda's cultural traditions, there seems to be a lack of in-depth, focused studies 

that comprehensively document and analyse their specific mortuary rites, beliefs, and 

rituals. 

• Archaeology of Munda burial sites and megaliths: The introduction mentions the 

presence of megalithic burial sites in the Jharkhand region, but there appears to be limited 

archaeological research that directly links these megalithic remains to the Munda 

community. More interdisciplinary work combining ethnographic and archaeological 

approaches could help bridge this gap. 

• Comparative analysis of Munda mortuary practices and megalithic traditions: While 

some broader studies on tribal religions and cultural change (e.g., Bhattacharya's work) 
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may touch upon the topic, there seems to be a lack of scholarly publications that 

systematically compare and analyze the specific connections between Munda mortuary 

rites and the megalithic cultural legacy in the region. 

• Examination of the evolution and transformation of Munda mortuary practices: The 

available literature may not adequately capture how Munda mortuary traditions have 

evolved over time, particularly in the context of modernization, urbanization, and their 

interactions with mainstream Indian society. 

• Interdisciplinary perspectives on the Munda-megalithic linkage: There appears to be a 

need for more interdisciplinary research that brings together insights from fields like 

archaeology, anthropology, history, and religious studies to develop a holistic 

understanding of the Munda's connections to the megalithic culture. 

The Munda tribe of Jharkhand, India, has long been associated with the region's megalithic 

cultural legacy, as evidenced by the presence of numerous ancient burial sites and megalithic 

structures. However, the specific linkages between the Munda's mortuary practices and the 

broader megalithic traditions in the area remain underexplored and poorly understood. Despite 

the availability of some ethnographic and archaeological data on the Munda community and the 

megalithic remains in Jharkhand, there is a significant gap in the scholarly literature that 

comprehensively examines the connections between these two elements of the region's cultural 

heritage.  

The existing studies tend to focus on either the Munda's general cultural traditions or the 

megalithic sites in isolation, without providing a cohesive and in-depth analysis of how the 

Munda's mortuary beliefs, rituals, and practices may have been shaped by or contributed to the 

development of the megalithic culture. 

Furthermore, the evolution and transformation of Munda mortuary rites over time, particularly in 

the context of modernization and their interactions with mainstream Indian society, remain 

understudied. This lack of understanding limits our ability to fully appreciate the Munda's 

cultural continuity, the resilience of their traditions, and the broader implications of the Munda-

megalithic linkage for the region's archaeological and anthropological significance. 

This Article  to achieve following specific objectives: 

1. Conduct in-depth ethnographic research to document and analyse the Munda tribe's 

contemporary mortuary practices, beliefs, and rituals: 

• Explore the various stages and elements of Munda funerary customs, including burial, 

cremation, and other related rites. 

• Understand the symbolic meanings, spiritual/religious underpinnings, and cultural 

significance attached to Munda mortuary traditions. 

• Investigate how these practices may have evolved or adapted over time in response to 

social, economic, and cultural changes. 

2. Examine the archaeological evidence of megalithic burial sites and monuments in the 

Jharkhand region and their potential links to the Munda community: 

• Undertake systematic surveys and excavations of selected megalithic sites to document 

their characteristics, chronology, and cultural affiliations. 
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• Analyze the material culture, burial patterns, and other archaeological remains found at 

these sites to identify potential connections with the Munda's mortuary practices. 

• Explore the spatial and geographical distribution of megalithic sites in relation to the 

Munda's traditional settlement patterns and inhabitation of the region. 

3. Conduct a comparative analysis to establish the linkages between Munda mortuary rites and 

the megalithic cultural tradition: 

• Identify the specific similarities, parallels, and shared elements between Munda funerary 

customs and the archaeological evidence from the megalithic sites. 

• Examine how the Munda's beliefs, rituals, and symbolic representations may have been 

manifested in or influenced the development of the megalithic culture. 

• Assess the extent to which the Munda community may have been the primary or a 

significant cultural group associated with the construction and use of megalithic 

monuments in the region. 

4. Investigate the historical and socio-cultural evolution of the Munda's mortuary practices in 

relation to the changing contexts of the megalithic legacy: 

• Trace the diachronic changes and transformations in Munda funerary traditions, 

especially in the face of modernization, urbanization, and interactions with mainstream 

Indian society. 

5. Explore how the Munda's mortuary rites have been influenced by or have adapted to 

accommodate the legacy of the megalithic culture over time. 

6. Analyze the contemporary significance and continued relevance of the Munda-megalithic 

linkage in the region's cultural landscape. 

By addressing these objectives, the research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of 

the interconnections between the Munda tribe's mortuary practices and the megalithic cultural 

tradition in Jharkhand, thereby contributing to the broader scholarly knowledge on the topic and 

the preservation of the region's cultural heritage. 

 The Munda tribe's contemporary mortuary practices, beliefs, and rituals are rooted in and 

can be directly linked to the region's megalithic cultural legacy. 

 The spatial distribution and archaeological evidence of megalithic burial sites and 

monuments in Jharkhand will show a strong correlation with the traditional settlement 

patterns and inhabitation of the Munda community. 

 The material culture, burial patterns, and symbolic representations found at the 

megalithic sites will share significant similarities and parallels with the Munda's mortuary 

traditions, indicating the Munda's strong association with the construction and use of 

these monuments. 

 The evolution and transformation of Munda mortuary rites over time have been shaped 

by the changing socio-cultural, economic, and historical contexts, including the enduring 

influence of the megalithic cultural legacy in the region. 
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 The continued relevance and significance of the Munda-megalithic linkage in the 

contemporary cultural landscape of Jharkhand can be observed through the Munda 

community's efforts to preserve and maintain their mortuary traditions. 

 The comprehensive examination of the connections between Munda mortuary practices 

and the megalithic culture will contribute to a deeper understanding of the Munda's 

cultural identity, their relationship to the land, and the broader archaeological and 

anthropological significance of the megalithic tradition in the region. 

 Ethnographic fieldwork and documentation: 

 Conduct in-depth ethnographic interviews and observations with Munda communities in 

Jharkhand to document their contemporary mortuary practices, beliefs, and rituals. 

 Use a combination of structured interviews, focus group discussions, and participant 

observation to gather data on the various stages, symbolic meanings, and cultural 

significance of Munda funerary customs. 

 Document the oral histories, narratives, and traditional knowledge related to the Munda's 

mortuary traditions and their connection to the land. 

 Explore how these practices may have evolved or adapted over time in response to social, 

economic, and cultural changes. 

 Archaeological surveys and excavations: 

 Undertake comprehensive archaeological surveys to identify and map the distribution of 

megalithic burial sites and monuments in the Jharkhand region. 

 Conduct systematic excavations at selected megalithic sites to document their 

architectural features, burial patterns, and material culture assemblages. 

 Employ a range of archaeological methods, such as stratigraphic analysis, radiocarbon 

dating, and material analysis (e.g., ceramics, lithics, faunal remains) to establish the 

chronology and cultural affiliations of the megalithic sites. 

 Analyze the spatial relationships between the locations of megalithic sites and the 

traditional settlement patterns of the Munda community. 

 Comparative analysis and interdisciplinary approach: 

 Conduct a detailed comparative analysis between the ethnographic data on Munda 

mortuary practices and the archaeological evidence from the megalithic sites. 

 Identify the specific similarities, parallels, and shared elements between the two datasets 

to establish the linkages between Munda funerary customs and the megalithic cultural 

tradition. 

 Incorporate insights from relevant disciplines, such as anthropology, archaeology, 

history, and cultural studies, to provide a more holistic and interdisciplinary 

understanding of the Munda-megalithic connections. 
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 Engage with local Munda communities, elders, and traditional knowledge holders to gain 

a deeper, emic perspective on the significance and meanings associated with their 

mortuary practices and their perceived relationship to the megalithic legacy. 

 Diachronic analysis and contemporary relevance: 

 Examine historical and ethnographic records to trace the evolution and transformation of 

Munda mortuary rites over time, particularly in the context of modernization, 

urbanization, and interactions with mainstream Indian society. 

 Investigate how the Munda's funerary traditions have adapted or been influenced by the 

changing socio-cultural and historical contexts, including the continued relevance of the 

megalithic legacy. 

 Assess the contemporary significance of the Munda-megalithic linkage in the region's 

cultural landscape, including the Munda community's efforts to preserve and maintain 

their mortuary practices. 

 Explore the broader implications of the Munda-megalithic connections for the 

understanding of the region's archaeological, anthropological, and cultural heritage. 

The proposed research holds considerable cultural and historical significance. By establishing 

the linkages between Munda mortuary practices and the megalithic legacy, the study will shed 

light on the region's broader cultural and historical continuities, contributing to a deeper 

understanding of the Munda's cultural identity and their long-standing relationship with the land. 

The findings will also help preserve and document an important aspect of the Munda's intangible 

cultural heritage, which is at risk of being eroded or forgotten in the face of modernization and 

socio-cultural changes. 

From an academic standpoint, the study will provide valuable archaeological and 

anthropological insights into the mortuary rituals, belief systems, and material culture associated 

with the megalithic tradition in Jharkhand. The comparative analysis between the ethnographic 

data and archaeological evidence will contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of the 

megalithic culture and its regional variations. Furthermore, the research can inform and support 

the efforts of local Munda communities to preserve, maintain, and revitalize their traditional 

mortuary practices and their connections to the megalithic cultural heritage, while also fostering 

cross-cultural dialogues and collaborations between scholars, policymakers, and community 

stakeholders. Overall, this study has the potential to make significant contributions to the 

understanding and preservation of the region's rich cultural legacy. 

In the current scenario, the need and utility of studying the connections between the mortuary 

rites of the Munda tribe and the megalithic culture in Jharkhand are multifaceted: 

1. Cultural preservation and revitalization: 

 As indigenous communities like the Munda face the pressures of modernization and rapid 

socio-cultural changes, there is an urgent need to document, preserve, and revitalize their 

traditional practices and cultural heritage. 

 This study can contribute to the ongoing efforts to safeguard the Munda's intangible 

cultural heritage, which is at risk of being eroded or forgotten. 
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2. Sustainable development and community engagement: 

 The findings of this research can inform and support the development of community-

based heritage conservation initiatives and sustainable development programs that 

prioritize the participation and needs of the Munda people. 

 By actively engaging the Munda communities in the research process and incorporating 

their traditional knowledge, the study can foster a more inclusive and equitable approach 

to cultural heritage management. 

3. Interdisciplinary collaboration and knowledge exchange: 

 The project exemplifies the value of interdisciplinary and collaborative research, bringing 

together scholars from various disciplines (ethnography, archaeology, anthropology) and 

local community stakeholders. 

 This approach can serve as a model for future studies that aim to bridge the gap between 

academic research and the lived experiences of indigenous communities, facilitating 

knowledge exchange and mutual understanding. 

4. Policy implications and advocacy: 

 The study's findings can inform policymaking and advocacy efforts to strengthen the 

legal and institutional frameworks for the protection and promotion of indigenous 

cultural heritage in India. 

 The research can contribute to ongoing debates and discussions on the rights of 

indigenous communities, the recognition of their traditional knowledge systems, and the 

development of culturally-sensitive policies and programs. 

5. Theoretical and methodological advancements: 

 The study's integration of ethnographic, archaeological, and community-based 

approaches can contribute to the methodological advancement in the fields of cultural 

heritage studies, indigenous studies, and interdisciplinary research. 

 The insights gained from this research can also inform theoretical discussions on the 

interconnections between material culture, mortuary practices, and the construction of 

cultural identities. 

In the current context, where the preservation of cultural diversity and the rights of indigenous 

communities are global priorities, the proposed study on the Munda-megalithic connections in 

Jharkhand holds significant relevance and utility. Its findings can have far-reaching implications 

for cultural heritage management, sustainable development, and the advancement of 

interdisciplinary research approaches that prioritize community engagement and knowledge 

exchange. 

The proposed research on the linkages between Munda mortuary practices and the megalithic 

cultural legacy has the potential to make valuable contributions to the scholarly understanding of 

regional cultural continuities. By establishing these connections, the study will help fill gaps in 

the existing knowledge about the long-standing relationship between the Munda community and 

the land they inhabit. Additionally, the documentation and preservation of Munda's intangible 

cultural heritage related to mortuary rites can support the communities in revitalizing and 
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maintaining their traditional beliefs and rituals, which are at risk of being eroded by 

modernization and socio-cultural changes. 

Furthermore, the interdisciplinary approach integrating ethnographic, archaeological, and 

community-based methods can contribute to methodological advancements in the fields of 

cultural heritage studies and indigenous research. The findings can also inform theoretical 

discussions on the interconnections between material culture, mortuary practices, and the 

construction of cultural identities. By actively engaging the Munda communities in the research 

process, the study can help bridge the gap between academic research and the lived experiences 

of local stakeholders, and inform policy and advocacy efforts to strengthen the legal and 

institutional frameworks for the protection and promotion of indigenous cultural heritage in 

India. 

 

Future Works 

The geographical scope of the study can be expanded to cover Munda communities and 

megalithic sites across the neighbouring states of Odisha, West Bengal, and Chhattisgarh, in 

addition to Jharkhand. This would provide a more comprehensive regional perspective and allow 

for comparative analyses of Munda mortuary practices across a broader area. Collaborations with 

local universities, museums, and heritage organizations in these states would facilitate access to 

relevant archaeological collections and ethnographic data. 

The archaeological investigations can also be enhanced through extensive excavations and 

surveys of additional megalithic burial sites, cairns, and stone monuments associated with the 

Munda communities. Advanced techniques such as radiocarbon dating, archaeobotanical 

analysis, isotopic analysis, and material culture studies can be applied to establish robust 

chronologies, identify dietary patterns, understand mobility strategies, and examine the typology, 

provenance, and symbolism of burial goods. Integrating these archaeological data with 

ethnographic insights can lead to a more holistic understanding of the Munda's mortuary 

practices and their connections to the megalithic tradition. 

Proposed Chapter Scheme: 

Chapter 1: Introduction 

 Background and rationale of the study 

 Overview of Munda tribe and their cultural practices 

 Significance of megalithic monuments and their regional distribution 

 Research objectives and questions 

Chapter 2: Theoretical Framework and Methodology 

 Theoretical approaches to the study of mortuary practices and cultural archaeology 

 Interdisciplinary research methodology, including archaeological, ethnographic, and 

archival methods 

 Data collection and analysis techniques 
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Chapter 3: The Munda Mortuary Tradition 

 Ethnographic documentation of Munda death rituals, burial practices, and associated 

beliefs 

 Symbolism, material culture, and spatial organization of Munda mortuary sites 

 Continuity and change in Munda mortuary traditions over time 

Chapter 4: Megalithic Monuments and Burial Practices 

 Archaeological survey and excavation of Munda-associated megalithic sites 

 Typology, chronology, and spatial distribution of megalithic monuments in the region 

 Material culture and funerary assemblages recovered from megalithic burials 

Chapter 5: Connecting Munda Mortuary Rites and Megalithic Culture 

 Comparative analysis of Munda mortuary practices and megalithic burial traditions 

 Identification of cultural, technological, and symbolic linkages 

 Consideration of regional variations and local adaptations 

Chapter 6: Implications and Significance 

 Significance of the study for understanding indigenous cultural heritage in India 

 Contributions to the broader scholarship on mortuary practices and megalithic cultures 

 Potential for community-based preservation and revitalization efforts 

Chapter 7: Conclusion and Future Directions 

 Summary of key findings and their broader implications 

 Limitations of the study and recommendations for future research 

 Potential collaborations and policy engagements 

Bibliography 

This proposed chapter scheme provides a logical flow and structure to present the research, 

starting with the introduction and theoretical framework, followed by the in-depth exploration of 

Munda mortuary traditions and megalithic archaeology, leading to the analysis of the 

connections between the two. The final chapters address the significance and broader 

implications of the study, as well as potential future directions. 
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